City of Baraboo Business Improvement District

2026 Farmers’ Market Rules
Mission Statement

The Baraboo Farmers’ Market is an outlet for Wisconsin-produced homegrown fruits,
vegetables, meats, cheese, eggs, bakery products, cider, maple syrup, honey, fresh and dried
flowers, herbs and herbal products, bedding plants, houseplants, nursery stock, jams and jellies,
pickles, and other prepared food products. The market is intended to give growers, producers of
goods, and consumers an opportunity to deal directly with each other, rather than through third
parties. The Market is intended to enhance the downtown area of the City of Baraboo.

Eligibility

Any vendor whose goods are in compliance with market rules and guidelines is eligible to sell
at the market. However, any vendor whose vending privileges at the market were terminated
because of noncompliance with the rules, may not be eligible to resume vending at the market.

REQUIREMENTS FOR SELLING AT THE BARABOO FARMERS’ MARKET

1. Vendors may sell only those products they themselves helped to produce. The sale of any
goods not grown or produced by the seller, the reselling of goods or the sale of goods
that have been traded or bartered for is not permitted. All sellers must abide by and all
products must comply with all applicable federal, state and local regulations.

2. Vendor must have completed the application for permission to sell. The completed
application form with copies of all current, applicable licenses and permits must reach the
Market Manager at least 7 days prior to attending the first market. It is the applicant’s
responsibility to research which licenses and permits are required to meet state and local laws.
Applications may be downloaded at www.baraboofarmersmarket.com.

3. The vendor is encouraged to be present at the market. They may have family members or
employees/interns sell for them as long as the representative is involved in the production of the
product. All representatives must be listed by name, address and phone number on a separate
sheet of paper included with the application.

4. Weights and Measures: Vendors must use a legal-for-trade, certifiable scale. The use of
non-certifiable scales, such as kitchen scales, USPS scales, etc., is illegal. Vendors must post
prices, and scales must be visible to customers.

5. The City of Baraboo Farmers’ Market requires that vendors have a legal-for-trade, certifiable
scale to sell the following products by weight: Asparagus, beans (fresh and dried), beets without
tops, broccoli, cabbage, carrots without tops, grains, potatoes (all), radishes without tops,
rutabagas, nuts, seeds, grains and all value-added bulk products (i.e. barley flour, wheat flour).

6. To sell at the market during special events, i.e. craft fairs, you must have attended a
minimum of 3 previous market days to qualify, unless approved by the Market Manager.


http://www.baraboofarmersmarket.com

7. Vendors must be at least 16 years of age.

8. Potentially Hazardous Foods: Potentially hazardous foods means any food which consists,
wholly or in part, of milk, milk products, eggs, meat, poultry, fish, shellfish, edible crustaceans, or
other ingredients, which is capable of supporting rapid and progressive growth of pathogenic,
infectious or toxigenic microorganisms. Proof of product liability insurance may be required for
all vendors of potentially hazardous products. It is the responsibility of the vendor to abide by
the Department of Health guidelines concerning the vending of such products.

9. Vendors are not permitted to sell eggs, meat, fish, milk, prepared food or other value-added
products at the market without the appropriate State of Wisconsin license, even though some of
these products may be legally sold to customers at the vendor’s farm.

10. The sale of hobbyware, art objects, all types of crafts and clothing is prohibited. The sale or
give-away of live animals is prohibited. The Market Manager is empowered to interpret the
existing market rules and to approve/disapprove as they deem necessary. ltems not allowed for
sale at the market may not be displayed or visible to customers in any way.

11. Products which are processed and sold under a brand name, other than the vendor’s own,
are not allowed to be sold at the market.

12. “Private label” products are not allowed at the market except when the vendor produced the
major ingredient(s) for the product. For example, if you sell prepared mustard, you must have
produced the mustard seed. NOTE: Any exceptions to the above rule are noted in “Rules for
Specific Products.”

13. Vendor must leave his/her sales area in a clean condition and must haul all refuse
generated by his/her operation back home. Containers with water must not be emptied on the
curb or on the street. They should be taken to the nearest storm sewer inlet. City and County
garbage cans should not be used by farmers’ market vendors. Failure to clean up properly will
result in a fine of $25.00 payable to Baraboo Business Improvement District for services
rendered.

14. Pets: Vendors must not bring pets into the market for health and safety reasons.

15. For safety reasons, vendors MUST NOT sell to people in vehicles parked in front of their
stalls. For product pick-up, have customers turn on emergency flashers, help them load as
quickly as possible to keep double-parking to a minimum. City Police may issue citations for
extended double-parking.

16. Documentation of a product’s legitimacy must be presented upon request.

17. Product legitimacy violations: If a vendor offers a product for sale that is prohibited for sale
under market rules, the vendor’s selling privileges will be immediately terminated

18. Conduct: Vendors, their family members, partners and employees shall conduct themselves
in a manner that is courteous to other vendors, market personnel and the public. Behavior in
person or online which is threatening, abusive or harassing shall constitute a violation of market



rules. Committing a criminal act at the market shall cause the vendor to be terminated and
expelled immediately.

19. Inspection: Representatives of the market shall conduct an inspection of the production
areas of those products sold by a vendor at the market prior to vendor’s first day of attending.
No notification will be given prior to inspection. An inspection may include ownership information
or any other information relevant to determining product legitimacy. Vendor agrees, by signing
and submitting their application to vend at the Baraboo Farmers’ Market, to allow a
representative of the market to inspect their property at the convenience of the inspector. Failure
to allow such an inspection shall constitute a violation of market rules and shall cause the
vendor’s selling privileges to be immediately terminated.

20. Samples: All samples offered by vendors must meet the following criteria:

1) Samples must be stored in and served in a safe manner according to Department of
Health regulations.

2) All samples must be pre-cut away from the sales unit..

3) Samples should be of adequate size and proportionally spaced to minimize customer
handling.

4) All samples must be held and dispensed under clean and sanitary conditions. (i.e.
toothpicks provided for sampling).

5) All vendors giving free samples MUST provide a waste container in a prominent
place and labeled for use by the public.

21. Product Temperature: The vendor is responsible for monitoring and maintaining proper
temperatures in accordance with health codes. Vendors who sell foods that must be kept
refrigerated or frozen must have an accurate thermometer at the market.

22. No soliciting of customers away from your stall is allowed at the market.

23. Organic producers are now governed by the National Organic Program (NOP). This federal
law became effective in October 2002. Anyone who labels their product “organic” must be
certified by an organic certification company. A copy of the certification must be posted at their
stall and filed along with their application.

24. The sale of manure, compost, all fertilizers, pesticides, herbicides and insecticides is
prohibited at the market.

25. A fee of $35.00 will be assessed to any checks returned due to non-sufficient funds.
26. Smoking by vendors is prohibited at the market.

27. Market hours are from 8 am to 12:30 pm, Wednesdays and Saturdays, from early May to the
end of October.

28. If a vendor is found to violate any of the Rules and Regulations of the Baraboo Farmers’
Market, including, but not limited to, the reselling of any item not grown or produced by the
vendor, failure to allow a timely inspection of the vendor’s property, harassment online or in
person of other market vendors or the Market Manager, the vendor’s selling privileges will be
immediately terminated.



RULES FOR SPECIFIC PRODUCTS

ANIMAL PRODUCTS (NON-EDIBLE)

1) Must be in their natural state, except as specified below
2) Hides or pelts must be tanned to garment quality and must not be stored or transported in
contact with food products
3) Antlers, horns, and skulls must be in their original state and may be bleached, but not dyed.
4) Products must be in a sanitary condition. No manures or compost products may be sold
5) Products must be from domesticated animals and may not be wild gathered. Products must
come from animals held by the vendor for one year or from the offspring of those animals.
6) Wool/Mohair:
a. 100% of the product must come from the vendor's own flock.
b. The animals may be professionally sheared.
c. The raw product may be sent out for processing.
d. Wool that is to be sold may not be pooled with other flocks during off-site processing.
e. Only clean wool/mohair, rovings, yarns, or batts may be sold. Dyed products may be
sold if (i) the vendor raises or wild-gathers the dye materials and (ii) dyes the wool
themselves. Adding essential oils is permitted if vendor gathered. Purchase of mordants
is permitted.
BAKED GOODS

Bakers must follow all State of Wisconsin Cottage Law rules for home bakers. Full-time bakers
are limited to four spaces at the market with commercial licensed vendors receiving priority
placement. Plant and vegetable growers may sell bakery items limited to 20% of their allotted
table space. No chain bakeries are allowed at the market.

BEDDING PLANTS, HOUSEPLANTS, PERENNIALS

PRODUCTION
The intent of the production rule is to maintain the spirit of our producer-only market.

1) Plants Grown by the Vendor: There is no holding period for plants grown by the vendor from
seeds or their own cuttings or divisions.

2. Purchased Plants: Must be grown by the vendor for at least 45 days before being sold at the
market.

CONTAINERS

The intent of the container rule is to focus on the grower’s product, rather than on the container
or promotion of a non-vendor’s brand.

Containers in which the plant may be sold must be utilitarian and not decorative, consisting of
any size single-color plastic pot of a simple geometric shape — square, rectangular, round,
oblong, etc. and any size undecorated traditional clay pot.

No enhancements, including, but not limited to bows, ribbons, floral designs, etc. are allowed.
Examples of unacceptable containers: Glazed or sculptured clay pots or containers, cups/mugs
and decorative containers of any kind.

A nursery license is required to sell woody-stemmed or perennial plants in Wisconsin.



CANDLES: BEESWAX OR TALLOW

Molded beeswax or tallow candles up to two pounds are permitted provided that they are made
of beeswax or tallow, 100% of which comes from the seller’s colonies or livestock, and contain
no additives except for the wicking, scent or color. Molded candles must be general purpose
and not ornamental. The vendor must produce/manufacture the candles themselves.

EGGS

Eggs collected must be from chickens that have been raised by the vendor for at least 60 days.
Eggs must be in coolers prior to sale. Fresh eggs may not be displayed on the vendor’s table. A
copy of the vendor’s Egg License must be included with their application.

FRESH FLOWERS, DRIED FLOWERS, ORNAMENTALS

1) Must be grown or gathered by the vendor. Dried flowers must be produced by the vendor.

2) Must not be treated with any substance other than a clear lacquer spray. Dyes and paints are
prohibited.

3) The value of the arrangements may not be increased by the use of decorative fasteners,
hangers, bows, ribbons, or containers

HEMP AND HEMP PRODUCTS

1) Must be grown by the vendor.
2) All processed hemp must be processed in a licensed food processing plant by a licensed
hemp processor (either the vendor or others).
3) The hemp in the final product must consist only of the vendor’s hemp. It may not be pooled or
co-mingled with hemp grown by others.
4) Hemp vendors must follow all Wisconsin and Federal Laws and Rules regarding the sale of
hemp products.

HONEY

Must be produced by bees kept by the vendor in the State of Wisconsin. Honey must not be
adulterated. Raw beeswax must not be adulterated with dyes, fragrances, etc.

JUICES
The fruit and/or vegetable must be grown and processed by the vendor. License required if
pasteurized.

MAPLE SYRUP

Must be produced by the vendor from sap that they collect.



MEAT, FISH, POULTRY

1) All stock held for sale shall have been raised by the vendor for at least 75% of the live weight
or for eighteen months at slaughter.

2) For meat products processed by others (for example, sausage), the vendor must produce the
meat ingredients.
MUSHROOMS, NUTS, GRAINS

1) If cultivated, must be grown from trees, seeds, transplants or cuttings taken by the vendor
and cannot be purchased or bartered for.
2) If Wild Gathered the vendor must
a. either have proof of land ownership or show written permission from the land owner to
gather the item and
b. Must provide the location and amount of land gathered from.

PET FOOD AND TREATS

The main ingredient in pet food and pet treats must be produced by the vendor.
Vendors must include all applicable licenses with their application.

PROCESSED FOODS
JAMS, JELLIES, CANNED GOODS, GRAINS, SEEDS, FLOUR

“Processing” means canning, extracting, fermenting, distilling, pickling, freezing, drying,
smoking, grinding, cutting, mixing, coating, stuffing, packaging, bottling, or any other process to
treat, preserve or package food.

1) Vendor must follow all State of Wisconsin Pickle Law rules.

2) The processing vendor must produce the major ingredient and must be actively and
regularly involved in the production of the product. If the product is processed other than
by the vendor, the vendor must raise the first ingredient on the label and raise 51% of
the product by weight.

3) Vendor must have all necessary licenses for the production of the processed product and

must have them filed with the Market before offering any processed item for sale.

4) Dried/dehydrated foods require a Retail Food License in order to be sold at the market.

SKIN CARE PRODUCTS

Vendors are permitted to sell skin care products that they make from scratch from products that
they grow, raise, or wild gather. Allowable skin care products include, but are not limited to lip
balms, salves, scrubs, and lotions made from vendor-produced beeswayx, tallow, or seed oils.
Skin care products must meet the following criteria:

1) The vendor must follow all market rules concerning the origin product that they grow, raise, or
wild gather.

2) The vendor-produced ingredients must be at least 50% of the cost of goods.

3) Vendors must produce safe products using no FDA prohibited ingredients and adhering to
limits on restricted ingredients. Any color additives must be FDA approved.

4) Products must follow all FDA cosmetic labeling requirements.

5) Products cannot be labeled and/or marketed as a dietary supplement or drug.



SOAP

Soap must meet the following criteria:
1) The soap is processed by the vendor from scratch. The use of melt and pour soap bases is
prohibited
2) The soap contains either milk or fat or both that is raised and/or grown by the vendor; If
producing the fat ingredients, the vendor must produce at least 50% of the fat ingredient(s). If
producing the milk, the vendor must produce 100% of the milk ingredient(s).
3) The vendor-produced ingredients must be at least 50% of the cost of goods;
4) The soap must be sold in bar form
5) Any color additives must be FDA approved; and
6) The label must include all ingredients.

SORGHUM

May sell no more of the final product than can be processed from the amount of raw materials
that the vendor grows and delivers to the processing plant.

TINCTURES

Vendors are permitted to sell tinctures made of extracts of products that they grow or wild gather
as long as it meets the following criteria.

1) The vendor must follow all market rules concerning the origin product that they grow or wild
gather.

2) The vendor must grow or wild gather the major ingredient by value.

3) Tinctures

a. Must be processed by the vendor in a facility with a current Wisconsin food processing plant
license; OR

b. The vendor may sell no more tincture product than could be produced by the amount of plant
or fungi the vendor has grown or wild gathered and delivered to the processing plant. Any
tinctures processed by others must be processed in a food processing plant with a current
Wisconsin license. The extracts in the tincture may not be pooled or co-mingled with extracts
produced by others.

4) The solvent must be safe for internal consumption. No additives, flavors, or fragrances are
permitted.

5) Tinctures cannot be labeled and/or marketed (including display signage, print materials, etc.)
as a dietary supplement or drug.

6) Vendors must follow all FDA Food Labeling requirements and include directions for
suggested use.

VEGETABLES AND FRUITS

1) Must be grown from cuttings grown by the vendor or from seeds or transplants, and the final
product may not be purchased or bartered for. The Market Member must have tended perennial
crops from leased or rented land for one growing season prior to the sale of the product.

2) Must not be processed or adulterated. Vendors may sell a mixed bag of produce or
vegetables but may not process, including chopping or shredding, the fruits or vegetables
without a processing license and approved processing procedures



